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THE  QUESTION  OF  QUARANTINE  AGAINST  PINHOLE  BOEES'S. 

In  a  note  in  L-jmber  of  Febrijary  9,  1923,  it  is  stated  that  IVIanila  l-umbermen 
contend  that  - 

"V/hile  it  is  true  that  some  species  of  Philippine  woods  are  attacked  by  pin- 
hole borers  while  living,  the  borers  die  in  a  short  tiixie  after  the  timber  is 
felled  as  the  insects  are  mable  to  live  without  a  certain  amoiont  of  moisture 
present  in  trunks  of  trees." 

To  a  very  limited  extent  this  is  true,  but  logs  exported  from  the  Philippines, 
or  from  any  other  co-'jntry,  may  be,  and  under  present  methods  of  1-umbering  usually  are, 
infested  by  pinhole -boring  beetles  of  many  species  which  attack  the  logs  after  they 
are  cut  from  the  trees  and  continue  to  live  in  them  for  several  months  and  in  some 
cases  a  year  or  more.     If  such  logs  are  shipped  into  another  country  with  a  similar 
climate,  the  insects  may  survive  and  attac..-:  logs  of  native  timber;   if,  on  the  other 
hand,  logs  are  exported  to  a  much  colder  or  hotter  co'ontry,  the  insects  would  rarely, 
if  ever,  become  established. 

For  example,  large  quantities  of  tropical  woods  in  the  log  are  shipped  into  the 
United  States  from  Central  and  South  America,  the  West  Indies,  and  Africa,  and  doubt- 
less some  of  it  comes  from  the  Philippines.    Almost  invariably  such  timber,  if  re- 
ceived within  a  year  after  it  is  cut,  contains  many  species  of  pinhole -boring  beetles, 
but  these  never  live  over  the  winter,  except  perhaps  in  the  Gulf  States. 

There  are  many  species  of  pinhole -boring  beetles  in  all  forested  sections  of  the 
world,  but  different  species  occur  in  different  climates,  and  in  widely  separated 
countries  with  similar  climate.     There  is,  therefore,  some  danger  of  introducing 
species  through  the  commercial  interchange  of  timber  in  the  form  of  logs,  and  perhaps 
some  provision  should  be  made  to  prevent  such  introduction.     Such  efforts  to  q.uaran- 
tine  involve  some  complicated  problems,  however,  requiring  expert  knowledge  of  the 
geographical  distribution  of  the  species  to  be  considered  and  of  the  countries  in 
which  certain  species  do  or  do  not  occur.     For  e^mple,  many  species  are  widely  dis- 
tributed over  tropical  America  that  do  not  occur  in  tropical  Africa,  Asia,  Austral- 
asia, and  the  Pacific  Islands;   thus  tropical  Australia,  the  Philippine  Islands,  and 
tropical  Japan  douotless  have  a  considerable  number  of  the  same  species  of  pinhole 
borers.     One  country  may  have  a  few  that  do  not  occ-ior  in  the  other  out,  until  the 
facts  are  known,  any  quarantine  regulations  that  would  prevent  the  shipping  of  timber 
from  one  of  these  countries  to  the  other  might  not  only  cause  serious  losses  to  ship- 
pers and  manufacturers  but  be  detrimeiatal  to  an  important  branch  of  international 
commerce . 

On  the  other  hand,  regulations  to  control  the  shipments  of  logs  from  eastern  to 
western  tropical  continents,  or  vice  versa,  would  tend  to  prevent  the  interchange  of 
species  which  might  become  more  destructive  than  the  native  ones.     It  would  be  far 
better,  however,  to  develop  different  systei-ns  of  handling  the  logs  to  prevent  infes- 
tation, or  to  export  in  the  form  of  lumber  that  has  been  partially  or  entirely  sea- 
soned, than  to  attempt  any  form  of  quarantine  regulation. 


A.  D.  HOPKINS, 
Forest  Entomologist. 
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